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SUBJECT: DEFENSE MINISTER AVEROFF SPEAKS UP IN PARLIAMENT IN 
SUPPORT OF GREEK TIES WITH NATO AND THE U.S. 

REF: A. ATHENS 82(DTG 041546Z JAN 77)(NOTAL); B. ATHENS 3130 
(DTG 061437Z APR 77) 

1 . SUMMARY. GREEK MINISTER OF NATIONAL DEFENSE AVEROFF 
HAS AGAIN SPOKEN UP FORCEFULLY IN PARLIAMENT IN 
SUPPORT OF GREECE'S DEFENSE TIES WITH NATO AND THE U.S. 

HE REITERATED THE NOW WELL-KNOWN GREEK POSITION THAT GREECE 
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BELONGS TO THE WEST. HE THEN WENT ON TO DISCUSS GREECE'S 
RELATIONS WITH NATO INDICATING NEGOTIATIONS WERE IN PROCESS 
CONCERNING GREECE'S STATUS. NEW ARRANGEMENTS FOR U.S. 

BASES IN GREECE WERE BEING WORKED OUT WHICH WOULD 
LEAD TO A REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF BASES WITH THOSE 
REMAINING UNDER GREEK COMMAND. HE AGAIN REFUSED TO 
COMMENT ON THE EXISTENCE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS ON GREEK SOIL. 
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END SUMMARY. 

2. DURING PARLIAMENTARY INTERPELLATIONS THE NIGHT OF MAY 10, 

A DEPUTY FROM THE OPPOSITION PANHELLENIC SOCIALIST 
MOVEMENT -PASOK-- (KAKLAMANIS) QUERIED THE DEFENSE MINISTER 
ON GREECE'S RELATIONS WITH NATO AND ABOUT U.S. BASES IN 
GREECE. KAKLAMANIS CHARGED THAT GREECE HAS NEVER 
WITHDRAWN FROM NATO, AS THE GOG HAS CLAIMED SINCE AUGUST 1974, 
AND REMAINING IN NATO DID NOT SERVE GREEK NATIONAL INTERESTS. 
MOREOVER, HE SAID, INSTEAD OF REDUCING THE NUMBER OF FOREIGN 
BASES THEY ARE BEING INCREASED. AND THE BASES, HE DECLARED, 

HAVE MADE GREECE A TARGET FOR DESTRUCTION IN THE EVENT OF 
LOCAL OR GENERAL WAR; THEY DO NOT SERVE GREEK INTERESTS, 

HE ADDED. HE THEN CALLED FOR A REFERENDUM ON THE BASES, 

IN WHICH, HE MAINTAINED, THE PEOPLE WOULD VOTE AGAINST NATO 
AND U.S. BASES. KAKLAMANIS WENT ON TO ALLEGE THAT 
CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT, DURING HIS MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER 
CARAMANLIS IN LONDON ON MONDAY, WAS ACTING ON BEHALF OF 
NATO AND THE U.S. AND HAD URGED THAT GREECE RETURN TO FULL 
AND COMPLETE INTEGRATION IN NATO. 

3. DEFENSE MINISTER AVEROFF STATED AT THE OUTSET THAT GREECE 
BELONGS TO THE WEST CULTURALLY, ECONOMICALLY, POLITICALLY 
AND IN THE FIELD OF DEFENSE. "I AM FOR NATO, I DO NOT 

HIDE IT AND HAVE NEVER HIDDEN IT.. .AND THAT IS WHERE 
GREECE BELONGS, IN THE DEFENSE CAMP OF THE FREE WORLD." 

(BECAUSE ITS MEMBERS ALL HAVE DEMOCRATIC PARLIAMENTARY 
REGIMES, HE COMMENTED, IT IS INCONCEIVABLE THAT NATO IS 
ANYTHING BY A DEFENSIVE ALLIANCE.) BECAUSE OF NATO'S 
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FAILURE TO TAKE ANY ACTION IN CONNECTION WITH THE CYPRUS 
CRISIS, AVEROFF STATED, GREECE WITHDREW FROM THE ALLIANCE 
AS A POLITICAL ACT AND REMOVED ITS ARMED FROCES FROM 
THE INTEGRATED COMMAND STRUCTURE. GREEK FORCES ARE THUS 
NOW UNDER NATIONAL COMMAND. HOWEVER.HE DECLARED (AS 
BOTH HE AND THE PRIME MINISTER HAVE STATED ON OTHER 
OCCASIONS), IN THE EVENT OF INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT GREECE 
WILL BE AT THE SIDE OF THE ALLIANCE. MEANWHILE, HE SAID, 

DETAILED DISCUSSIONS ARE TAKING PLACE REGARDING THE NEW 
STATUS OF GREECE'S RELATIONS WITH NATO, WITHOUT, HOWEVER, 
CHANGING THE GOG S POLICY WITH RESPECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM 
THE MILITARY WING OF NATO. 

4. ADDRESSING THE QUESTION OF U.S. BASES IN GREECE, AVEROFF 
SAID THAT WE WERE IN THE LAST STAGE OF WORKING OUT A NEW 
AGREEMENT WHICH WOULD GOVERN GREECE'S DEFENSE RELATIONS WITH 
THE U.S.. THERE WOULD BE NO NEW BASES OR ANY EXPANSION OF 
BASES BUT, TO THE CONTRARY, A REDUCTION. THE NEW AGREEMENT 
ENVISAGES THAT SOME BASES WILL BE ABOLISHED AND ALL THOSE 
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WHICH ARE RETAINED WILL BE UNDER THE SUBSTANTIVE CONTROL 
OF A GREEK COMMANDER WHO WILL HAVE FULL KNOWLEDGE OF ALL 
SECRETS CONCERNING THAT BASE. THE BASES WHICH WILL BE 
RETAINED ARE THOSE WHICH ARE USEFUL TO THE ALLIANCE AND, 

FIRST OF ALL, NEEDED FOR GREECE’S NATIONAL DEFENSE. IN 
REFERENCE TO KAKLAMANIS’ CALL FOR A REFERENDUM ON THE 
QUESTION OF FOREIGN BASES, AVEROFF STATED THAT ELECTIONS 
WILL BE HELD (IN 1978) AND THE VERDICT WOULD SHOW WHAT THE 
PEOPLE THOUGHT OF PASOK'S POSITIONS ON DEFENSE. HE AGAIN 
DECLINED TO CONFIRM OR DENY THE PRESENCE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
IN GREECE BUT DID GO SO FAR AS TO SAY THAT, AS THE PRIME 
MINISTER HAS STATED, THERE ARE NO NUCLEAR WEAPONS LOCATED 
ON ANY OF THE BASES UNDER NEGOTIATION. IN ANY CASE, HE 
COMMENTED SUBSEQUENTLY, ALL WEAPONS OF WHATEVER TYPE REQUIRE 
GREEK GOVERNMENT APPROVAL TO BE USED. 

5. SPEAKING ABOUT RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. AVEROFF SAID THAT 
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ONE SHOULD NOT BLAME THE AMERICANS FOR EVERYTHING (WHICH IS 
A COMMON PRACTICE HERE). I DO NOT SAY, HE CONTINUED, THAT 
THEY ARE WITHOUT SIN. BUT WHO IS, HE ASKED. WITH RESPECT 
TO THE CYPRUS TRAGEDY, HE WONDERED WHY GREEKS SHOULD SAY 
THAT THE INVASION OF CYPRUS RESULTED NOT BECAUSE OF THE 
JULY 15 COUP BUT BECAUSE OF THE AMERICANS. ON MANY OCCASIONS, 
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HE CONTINUED, THE AMERICANS DID NOT TAKE GREECE’S SIDE BUT 
REMAINED NEUTRAL IN ADISPUTE BETWEEN TWO OF THEIR FR RINDS 
WHO COULD NOT RESOLVE THEIR PROBLEMS. WEREAS GREEKS COULD 
BLAME THE AMERICANS FOR THEIR NEUTRALITY, THEY COULD NOT 
FORGET THAT THERE WERE GREEK ECONOMIC AND ETHNIC REASONS AND 
ALSO THE REQUIREMENTS OF ARMING GREECE'S MILITARY FORCES 
WHICH SHOULD BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT. HE MENTIONED THAT 
THE FACT THE GREEK ARMED FORCES ARE WELL EQUIPMENT TODAY IS 
BECAUSE OF "THEM", I.E. THE AMERICANS. FINALLY, AVEROFF 
REBUTTED THE CLAIM THAT HE WAS THE DARLING OF THE AMERICANS. 

I KNOW VERY WELL, AVEROFF COMMENTED, THAT ANY POLITICIAN 
WHO TRIES TO GET AHEAD ON THE BASIS OF FAVORITISM 
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FROM FOREIGNERS IS CONDEMNED TO FAILURE. IN ANY CASE, HE 
ADDED, HIS CANDIDACY FOR NATO SECRETARY GENERAL HAD NOT 
BEEN SUPPORTED BY THE AMERICANS. (WE WERE NOT AWARE THAT 
AVEROFF HAD EVER SUBMITTED HIS CANDIDACY FOR THE POST OF 
NATO SECRETRRY GENERAL.) 

6. THE ABOVE IS BASED ON NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS OF THE DISCUSSION 
IN PARLIAMENT. WE WILL SEND A SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT AFTER 
WE HAVE SEEN THE OFFICIAL RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS IF THERE 
ARE ANY IMPORTANT POINTS NOT COVERED HERE. KUBISCH 
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